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WARRICK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING

AREA PLANNING COMMISSION SESSION

COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROOM

107 W.  Locust Street

Boonville, Indiana

June 14, 2006

4:00 P. M.

The Warrick County Commissioners met in Area Planning Commission session with Carl Jay Conner, President; Don Williams, Vice-President and, Phillip H. Baxter, Member.  

President, Carl Jay Conner, called the meeting to order.

Auditor Secretary, Sonya Addington, recorded the minutes.

Commissioner, Don Williams, lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Carl Conner:  Thank you.  You may be seated.  Sherri, would you like to go ahead and start on your portion?  

AREA PLAN COMMISSION

REZONING PETITIONS:

PC-R-06-05 – Petition of Vladimir Tonchev to rezone .958 acres located on the E side of Grandriver Rd. North a distance of 350’ S of the intersection formed by Pollack Ave (S 600) & Grandriver Rd. North, Ohio Twp. from “R-1A” Single Family Dwelling to “R-2A”  Multiple Family zoning district.  Complete legal on file. Advertised in the Boonville Standard April 27, 2006.  Recommendation of approval by Plan Commission on May 10, 2006.

Sherri Rector:  Okay.  We have Rezoning Petitions.  The first one is PC-R-06-05.  Petition of Vladimir Tonchev to rezone .958 acres located on the east side of Grandriver Road north a distance of three hundred and fifty (350) feet south of the intersection of Pollack Avenue and Grandriver Road north in Ohio Township from “R-1A” single family to “R-2” multiple family zoning district.  It was a recommendation of approval by the Planning Commission at their May 10th meeting.  

Carl Conner:  Is there anyone here that would like to address that issue?  Would you please come forward?  

Sherri Rector: They are requesting this rezoning there was a duplex on the property it burnt.  Now to be able to rebuild they need the “R-2A” zoning to come into compliance with our new zoning ordinance.

Carl Conner: Would you please state your name and who you represent?

Andre Sobolnic:  My name is Andre Sobolnic and I’m representing Vladimir Tonchev.

Carl Conner: Do you have any additional information or comments you would like to make?

Andrew Sobolnic:  No.  Pretty much whatever she said that’s what he wants to do.  

Carl Conner: Do you have any additional comments, Sherri?

Sherri Rector:  No, sir.  

Carl Conner:  Board members?

Don Williams:  I have no questions.

Phil Baxter:  I have no questions.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Then I would ask what is the will of the board?

Don Williams:  Mr. President, I would move that we approve PC-R-06-05.

Carl Conner:  I have a motion on the floor to approve PC-R-06-05.  Do I have a second?

Phil Baxter: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  Thank you, sir.  

PC-R-06-06 – Petition of Steven D. Wickiser to rezone 1.24 acres located on the E side of SR 261 approximately 400’ NE of the intersection formed by SR 261 & Owens Dr., Ohio Twp. from “R-3” Resort to “R-2B” Apartments zoning district. Complete legal on file. Advertised in the Boonville Standard April 27, 2006. Recommendation of approval by Plan Commission on May 10, 2006.

Sherri Rector:  The next application is PC-R-06-06.  Petition of Steven Wickiser to rezone 1.24 acres located on the east side of State Route 261 approximately four hundred (400) feet northeast of the intersection of 261 and Owens Drive in Ohio Township from “R-3” resort to “R-2B” apartment zoning district.  It was a recommendation of approval by the Planning Commission on May 10th.  This is where the three (3) apartment buildings stood on 261 that was destroyed by the tornado.  They have to have this “R-2B” zoning also to be able to rebuild the apartments. That’s the proposed use on the application.  They no longer go in the “R-3” zoning.

Carl Conner:  Would you state your name and who you represent, sir?

Mark Neff:  My name is Mark Neff, Attorney here in town representing Steve Wickiser.  The basic petition, Mr. President and Commissioners, is to rebuild or build apartment buildings back where there were apartment buildings across from Welborn Clinic.  There were three (3) buildings.  This is going to be two (2) buildings that will have the same square foot involvement as the three (3) prior buildings.  So, we are asking this body to authorize the zoning so we can rebuild those.

Carl Conner:  Is there anyone here that would like to address the issue?  If so, please come forward.  Sherri, do you have any additional comments?

Sherri Rector:  No, sir.  

Carl Conner:  Phil, do you have any comments or questions in regards to the request?

Phil Baxter:  No, sir.

Carl Conner: Don?  

Don Williams:  No, sir.

Carl Conner:  Hearing none what is the will of the board?  

Don Williams:  I would move that we approve PC-R-06-06.

Carl Conner:  I have a motion on the floor to approve the request PC-R-06-06. Do we have a second?

Phil Baxter: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  

Sherri Rector:  Mr. President, do you want me to read the next two (2) together or do you want to do it separately?

Carl Conner:  I assume that the majority of you are here tonight relative to the next two (2) requests that we have.  And if there is no reason given by anyone relative to that issue, we are going to take both of those issues as one (1) issue since it is one (1) project; and I assume Mr. Rhodes, your attorney probably doesn’t have a problem with that. Do you sir?  

Mark Neff:  No.  

PC-R-06-07 – Petition of C. Larry Rhodes. OWNER: Lawrence D. & Mary L. Miller to rezone 0.36 acres being Lot One (1) in Green Spring Valley Part 3 as recorded in Plat File #1 Card 22 in the Office of the Recorder, Warrick County, Indiana, located on the W side of SR 261 0’ SW of the intersection formed by SR 261 & Lincoln Ave. (S 450), Ohio Twp., from “R-1A” Single Family Dwelling to “R-0” Residential Office. Advertised in the Boonville Standard April 27, 2006.  Recommendation of denial by Plan Commission on May 10, 2006.

PC-R-06-08 – Petition of C. Larry Rhodes. OWNER: Ronald D. & Katherine S. Karn to rezone 0.47 acres being Lot Three (3) in Green Spring Valley Part 3 as recorded in Plat File #1 Card 22 in the Office of the Recorder, Warrick County, Indiana, located on the W side of SR 261 approximately 200’ S of the intersection formed by SR 261 & Lincoln Ave. (S 450), Ohio Twp., from “R-1A” Single Family Dwelling to “R-0” Residential Office. Advertised in the Boonville Standard April 27, 2006. Recommendation of denial by Plan Commission on May 10, 2006.

Carl Conner:  I think that the first decision that we have to make tonight by the County Commissioners is whether or not we are going to take action on the original request or if we are going to send back the original request back to the Area Plan Commission with revisions.  The Property Owner or the Developer, Mr. Rhodes, has submitted revisions to the original request.  And for us to act upon the revisions to the original we do not have the legal authority to do that tonight because it calls for going back to the Area Plan Commission for action which would a part of that process would be re-notifying all of the neighbors in regards to what the changes are.  In addition to that, that it would have to be advertised.  So, at this time I’m going to ask if there’s any questions from either one of the other County Commissioners.  If they have no questions and no comments then I’m going to ask for a motion relative to acting upon the original proposal tonight.  So, at this time, is there any comments or is there any questions from the other two (2) County Commissioners?  

Don Williams:  I have none.

Phil Baxter:  I have none.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Then at that time, I would make a motion that we act upon the original proposal as submitted and that we act upon that proposal tonight.  I would ask for a second at this time.

Phil Baxter:  I’ll second it.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams:  Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  So, we’re going to act upon the original proposal that was submitted and not the revised one.  At this time, I would ask Mr. Rhodes’ attorney if he would like to approach and make any additional comments relative to the request and then I will ask if there are individuals in the group that would like to address us relative to any opposition and hopefully we can give each side an equal amount of time which each side feels appropriate and then the County Commissioners will make comments if they feel that there are any additional comments that they would like to make and then I’m going to call for a vote.  So, would you state your name once again and who you representing in this situation?
Mark Neff:  My name is Mark Neff, representing the Developer Larry Rhodes; also representing the land owners Mr. Karn and Mr. Miller.
Carl Conner: Do you have any additional comments that you would like to make relative to the original proposal Mark?

Mark Neff:  No.  I don’t.  The original petition asks for office buildings and had an exit and entrance facing the highway.  The remodeled petition we submitted was going to address several of the neighbors’ issues, but I understand…

Carl Conner:  Okay.  

Mark Neff:  And if we’re not going to address that…

Carl Conner:  We’re not going to address that.

Mark Neff:  I think what we’ve submitted speaks for its self and we’ll just have to wait and see what the comments are and see if we can address those issues.  Thank you.

Carl Conner:  Fine.  We’ll give you some time for rebuttal.  Okay.  Is there a spokesman?  Would you like to come forward please?

James Cox:  Yes, sir I would.  

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Just state your name and who you represent.  I assume you represent a homeowner’s association or something relative to the issue.

James Cox:  Yes, sir.  My name is James Cox.  I live at 4622 Elm Drive in Newburgh, three (3) houses up from the proposed changes.  I’ve been asked to speak formally on behalf of all of the neighbors in our neighborhood and I have several comments that I’d like to cover.

Carl Conner:  Please do.

James Cox:  Apart from the tragedy that we all experience due to the November tornado and the fact that we are trying to rebuild our neighborhood as that a neighborhood of family and children.  I would like to provide the Commissioners with the reasons we are vehemently opposed to this rezoning.  Item number 1 - Economic need: the proposed rezoning it totally without benefit to this community.  Within a one (1) mile radius of this site, there are approximately forty five thousand (45,000) square feet of office space currently available for lease.  There is also an additional eighty (80) acres of land available which is already zoned for commercial use. There is simply no economic need for the speculation of higher land prices if vacant land is rezoned to commercial.  Spot zoning:  to approve this proposal it is our opinion that this zoning would fit the definition of “spot zoning” and maybe a violation of the intent of State law.  Negative impact on existing properties: commercial office development or multi-dwelling development in this location will negatively impact my family, my neighbors and the neighborhood in general in the following ways lower property values and resale values of our homes, roads and other infrastructures would be adversely affected by the increased demands created by the development. We already have a problem with drainage…water drainage on Lincoln Avenue.  The increased traffic that will be on 261 and Lincoln Avenue will have an adverse impact on our neighborhood.  People will use alternate routes to avoid this intersection.  One of those routes goes right in front of my home Elm Drive.  Homes adjacent to, across from and next to this proposed zoning will be adversely impacted visually.  Through traffic will be increased on our neighborhood streets jeopardizing the safety of the children who live there.  We believe the interest in rezoning this property are purely profit driven and will have negative short and long-term economic impacts on us.  There is no overall benefit to the community.  This property can be rebuilt.  It can be rebuilt as residential property and I would ask the Commissioners to accept the Area Plan Commissioners’ recommendation and deny the rezoning on Lots 1 and 3 of this neighborhood.

Carl Conner:  Thank you, sir.  Anyone else in the crowd that would like to address the issue?  Hearing none…

Christine Wagner:  Wait.  Excuse me.

Carl Conner:  Come forward.  Feel free to come forward.  

Christine Wagner:  My name is Christine Wagner and I’m speaking for my daughter Jan Brendenton.  Oh, I do not…

Carl Conner: Do you live in the area ma’am?

Christine Wagner: Sir, I live the house that’s on the corner that’s the only house that’s been built back is my home on the corner of Lincoln and Elm.

Carl Conner:  I know where you are talking about.

Christine Wagner: And I do not want a dumpster next to my property or do I want two-story building on the other side.  The Millers live east of me and the Karns’ lived south of me.  I did not know anything about any of this until I was served with two (2) letters.  Nobody mentioned a word to me about it.  It was told in the neighborhood that mister…I’ve never met Mr. Rhodes in my life.  I wouldn’t know him if he knocked on my door that when I got my home built back that he was going to…I was going to sell it to  him.  I called Mr. Karns and made him an offer to buy his lot.  He told it’d take Thirty Four Thousand Dollars ($34,000.00) for it and he also informed me that even though I was in good health I was an old lady and he insinuated that I wouldn’t live very long and I have a daughter that’s bed ridden with Multiple Sclerosis and that she’d be put in a nursing home.  Well, I’ve got news for Mr. Rhodes and everybody.  My home will not be sold and my daughter will not go in a nursing home; and I beg all of you with all that’s in me do not pass this.  You know Jesus said “Love they neighbor as they self” and he said “I leave a new commandment that you do unto others that you would like for them to do unto you.” and this is what I thought I had a good neighborhood there.  I was told by the Millers that they weren’t going to build back, but they were going to be very careful who they sold to because of me and my daughter then I got served with these papers.  And I don’t think that that’s brotherly love.  I don’t think that’s what Jesus would want.  I have no animosity in my heart toward anyone, but please if any of you all are God fearing men and women do not let this bill go through…please, I beg of you.  Thank you, sir.  
Carl Conner: Thank you.

Applause

Carl Conner: Did you want to speak ma’am?
Lisa Hutton:  Yes, I do.

Carl Conner:  Okay. Will you please come forward?  

Lisa Hutton:  Hi.  How are you?

Carl Conner:  I’m doing fine.  Yourself?  

Lisa Hutton:  I’m fine.  Thank you.  My name is Lisa Hutton and I reside at 4677 Elm Drive; and I am located roughly four (4) properties down from the properties in question.  We also were affected by the tornado in November; however, we’ve also as a neighborhood tried to come together recognizing that both Mr. Miller and Mr. Karns have some economic interests in trying to resolve the settlement with their properties.  So, in efforts to support our neighbors I’ve been in contact with the State Representative for our district, Suzanne Crouch, who has been assisting me with the Indiana Department of Transportation specifically for Mr. Miller’s lot.  In that discussion a gentleman by the name of Sam Sarvus has also been in contact with Frank Litherland who is right now, as we speak, effectively working to try and determine if it is feasible and possible with early State monies to move Mr. Miller’s property up on an early acquisition list for future road improvements.  On Mr. Karns’ side working to support Mr. Karns as a neighborhood we have been in contact with Kathy French, who is a Realtor for ERA.  One of the comments both Mr. Rhodes and his attorney has made over and over again is that these two (2) gentlemen have no alternatives.  Kathy French as a Realtor already two (2) qualified and interested buyers for Mr. Karns’ property.  In addition, Mrs. Wagner has already made a qualified offer to Mr. Karns for that property.  So, the initial reasoning given to support both Mr. Miller and Karns is null and void.  With that information in hand, I ask you to please accept the rezoning petition and deny the rezoning request.  Thank you.

Applause

Carl Conner:  Anyone else like to make a statement?  Come forward.
Ed Ellis:  My name is Ed Ellis.  My property is directly across the street from Mr. Karns.  The last time I said I stood to lose a lot because of it if my property is across the street from a residential area…I’m sorry…a commercial building then my property would depreciate immensely.  I would stand to lose a lot of money in the sale of my property.  I’ve already purchased another home, but I wouldn’t lose as much as the neighbors who have to live around it.  So, mine is strictly monetary.  I do like all the neighbors and everything and so for their benefit I would propose you decline.

Applause

Carl Conner: Thank you, sir.  Anyone else?  Please state your name for the record.
Gary Hutton:  My name is Gary Hutton.  I live at 4677 Elm.  You just heard from my wife.  I just wanted to address one (1) thing that was in Mr. Neff’s arguments in favor of this at the Area Plan Commission which was his theory of natural progression of commercial development along that road that basically since it is commercial to the north and it is commercial to the south that it should be commercial in the center.  I found that almost laughable in that if you were looking at 261 it is already so traffic ridden with people trying to turn left across lanes you’ve got ditches on either side of that, I find it just inconceivable that an oasis of residential between the two (2) things of commercial is not of benefit; and there is simply…and again I’ll restate that.  There is no economic need for this building in that neighborhood.  There’s just too much vacant property and vacant offices already there within a mile.  You don’t need to drive two hundred (200) yards to visit your architect.  You can drive a quarter of a mile. We just don’t need it there.  That’s all.  Thank you.

Applause

Carl Conner: Thank you.  Anyone else?  If you don’t mind, you will be the last one.

Kathleen Hedge:  Kathleen Hedge.  I live at 4966 Ridgemont which is a cul-de-sac and I can see 261 and the back of these homes from my property. We are east of 261.  I just wanted you to realize it will affect the whole neighborhood.  One (1) of our neighbors stood up last time to comment that we didn’t want this in our area and you know it sort of seemed like it’s not going to effect anybody but on Elm and I totally you know feel with the people on Elm, but it is going to affect the whole neighborhood.  My neighbor that works with me lives on the same street.  When she comes home 261 and gets to Lincoln she sits through the light to turn left to come in Pine Drive, because she lives at the other end of the street, she says she has to sit through the light for one (1) car to turn each time.  In other words, you know the traffic doesn’t stop long enough for several cars in front of her to turn. She has to wait for each green light for the number of times the cars are in front of her and that’s now.  That’s not with more you know business in the area.  So, we don’t need anymore driveways, anymore traffic or anymore commercial development in that area.  Thank you.

Applause

Carl Conner: Thank you.  Mr. Neff do you have any rebuttal?  We’ll give you about five (5) minutes and hopefully you can hold it down to that.  
Mark Neff:  Just a couple of points.  Number one (1), I believe the county’s traffic reports indicate that there are about fourteen thousand (14,000) cars per day that go under that stop light.  That does not sound residential.  Lincoln Avenue is going to be developed wider in the next few years.  If it is a quiet, residential area then why have the Commissioners and the State agreed to widen Lincoln. We do not believe it is spot zoning.  We maintain that the bulk of the area between Engelbrecht’s corner, the Highway 66 and the Old State Road 261 and the cemetery are basically commercial on both sides of the road and there will only become more so as the church that is across from these properties will be completed.  And it will be because of the church that will make a significant increase in addition to the thirteen thousand nine hundred fifty (13,950) per day and we think that a couple or three (3) or four (4) businesses in that area will not adversely affect the traffic flow that the traffic flow is there.  That’s the position of these two (2) gentlemen that it really isn’t…hasn’t been conducive to them to be able to sell their houses as residences and to deny them the right to sell their property is equally inappropriate.  So, we ask that you do grant the rezoning.  Thank you.
Carl Conner:  Thank you, Mr. Neff.  Any questions or comments from the Commissioners?

Phil Baxter:  I have none.
Don Williams:  I have none.  

Carl Conner:  Okay.  I’d like to make one (1) comment before we take a vote and this is somewhat of a side effect is the fact that it appears that one (1) of the number one (1) issues or priorities is the amount of traffic in that area and the traffic flow; and I just want everyone to know that’s in this room tonight that lives along there that Lincoln Avenue is a major project for improvement and that improvement is going to be from the Vanderburgh/Warrick County line east all the way to Lincoln Court which is east of 261.  The first phase of that project is to start yet this year…construction phase and the first phase of that will be from the Lincoln…excuse me from the Vanderburgh/Warrick County line up to the intersection of Grimm Road.  The second phase will be from Grimm up to Frame and the third phase will be Frame up to Lincoln Court.  Hopefully, based upon everybody comments in here, that the county does have the support of the people that live along that corridor and in that area and that project is going to cost the county approximately 10.1 Million Dollars that we are dealing with those issues.  With that being said, at this time I am going to call for a vote in regards to the original request.  Therefore, I’m asking for a motion relative to PC-R-06-07 and PC-R-06-08.  Do I have a motion?

Doug Welp:  Mr. President, if I may intervene a second here?  These do need to be voted on separately.

Carl Conner: Thank you.  We will not do that.  Now you know why we pay an attorney to keep us out of trouble. We will vote on PC-R-06-07.  What is the will of the board?

Phil Baxter:  Mr. President, I’d move that we deny PC-R-06-07.

Carl Conner:  I have a motion on the floor to deny the request for rezoning PC-R-06-07.  Do I have a second?

Don Williams: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.  

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  Denied.  The second one is PC-R-06-08.  Do I have a motion on the floor to approve?

Don Williams:  Mr. President, I would make a motion, based on the recommendation of the Area Planning Commission the fact that it does not comply with the Comprehensive Plan, the fact that I do believe it is spot zoning and I believe that the economic need is not there; therefore, I make a motion that we deny PC-R-06-08.

Carl Conner:  I have a motion on the floor to deny the request for PC-R-06-08.  Do I have a second?

Phil Baxter: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner:  Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  Both zoning requests have been denied.
Applause  

Carl Conner:  I would call for a short five (5) minute recess so the room can be cleared so we can continue on.

Sherri Rector: Excuse me just one (1) minute.  I do want to make an announcement that if any of you were coming to the Planning Commission Meeting tonight at six (6) regarding the Gilkey rezoning it will not be heard tonight.  Proper notice was not given by Mr. Gilkey so it will not come until July 12th at six (6) o’clock.  

Five (5) minute recess.  

ATTORNEY

Agreement for Right of Way Services for Seven Hills Road, Bridges 43 and 44

 (tabled from May 10, 2006 and May 24, 2006)
Carl Conner:  Okay.  We’re going to come back to order if that’s okay with everyone?  I’m going to make a little change in the agenda.  I’m going to go ahead and handle attorney business because I assume that this agreement for right-of-way services…Doug, have you had that under review?  
Doug Welp:  Yes.  That’s the one for Bridges 43 and 44. We had to wait a period of time to sign it to allow for some time lines to pass to see if some events were going to occur.  Those events did not occur and I recommend approval of the Right-of-Way Services Agreement for Seven Hills Road for Bridges 43 and 44.
Carl Conner:  Okay.  Bobby, do you have any comments?  

Bobby Howard:  No.  I would agree with the attorney.

Carl Conner:  Phil, do you have any?

Phil Baxter:  No.

Carl Conner: Don?

Don Williams:  No questions.

Carl Conner: What’s the will of the board?

Phil Baxter:  I’d move we approve the agreement for right-of-way services for Seven Hills Road Bridges 43 and 44.

Carl Conner:  I have a motion on the floor to approve the contract for Seven Hills Road Bridges 43 and 44.  Do I have a second?

Don Williams: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  Doug, did you have any other business to bring before us?  

Doug Welp:  I did have one (1) other matter.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Would you like to go ahead and cover it?  

Epworth Road North – Parcel 5

Doug Welp:  If I could.  Thank you. The matter is one (1) of the condemnation parcels.  It is Parcel Five (5) on the Epworth Road North project, which is of course the road project between State Road 66 and Telephone Road.  I have a tentative settlement agreement with the land owners in the amount of a Hundred and One Thousand and Fifty Dollars ($101,050.00).  Allow me to explain how that came about.  The court-appointed appraisers valued to the damages to that property at that number One o One o Five o…a Hundred and One Thousand Fifty Dollars ($101,050.00).  David Matthews has performed an updated appraisal on behalf of the county in an amount of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) and so, we have come to a tentative agreement in the amount of a Hundred and One Thousand Fifty Dollars ($101,050.00) and I would request your motion and vote to move forward with that settlement.  

Don Williams: So moved.

Carl Conner: We’ve got a motion the floor to approve the agreement in the amount of a Hundred and One Thousand Fifty Dollars ($101,050.00).  Do I have a second?  

Phil Baxter: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  Thank you.  

Doug Welp:  That’s all that I have.  Thank you.  

Carl Conner:  Okay.   
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

Community Corrections – DOC Grant Contract Approval

Carl Conner: Community Corrections…Susie.  

Susan Taylor:  Debbie Bennett is here.

Carl Conner: State your name and who you represent please.

Debbie Bennett:  I’m Debbie Bennett with WTH Technology.

J.T. O’Daniels:  J.T. O’Daniels, Community Corrections Director.  

Debbie Bennett:  We came before you this evening to tell you that the Community Corrections has received a grant for Ninety Five Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty One Dollars and ten cents ($95,761.10) for fiscal year starting July 1, 2006 ending June 30, 2007.  An increase of Six Thousand Four Hundred and Fifty Eight Dollars fifty seven cents ($6,458.57) more than received the last fiscal year. We provided to you a copy of the contract from the State of Indiana about ten (10) days or so.  I hoped you received it.  We just need official approval tonight since the county is the applicant and to get your signature. There is no cost to the county for this grant agreement.  
Carl Conner:  Did you happen to see a copy of that, Doug?

Doug Welp:  I did.  I recommend approval on this. The only comment I would have is this type of agreement, which is a form agreement which is required to be signed by any county which obtains these funds, imposes a great deal of duties on the county.  I think those duties are primarily carried out by the advisory board if I understand how this works normally, but there are a number of things that have to be complied with in order to remain eligible for these funds and I would just…I don’t recommend trying to change this agreement at all, but I recommend someone be in compliance…be in charge of compliance for this agreement.
Debbie Bennett:  The duties from the grant contract have been distributed to all the board members and they do meet on a quarterly basis as required to review.

Doug Welp:  Okay.  I recommend approval.

Carl Conner:  Susie, do you have any comments in regards to it?

Susan Taylor:  No.

Carl Conner:  Phil, do you have any?

Phil Baxter:  None.

Carl Conner:  Don, do you have any?  

Don Williams:  No.

Carl Conner:  Hearing none, what is the will of the board?  

Phil Baxter:  I’d move we approve the DOC Grant Contract.

Carl Conner:  I have a motion on the floor to approve the DOC Grant Contract.  Do I have a second?

Don Williams: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  Thank you very much.

Debbie Bennett: We do need your signatures this evening because we have over-night it.

Carl Conner:  Okay. We can take care of that.  

Susan Taylor: We don’t have an auditor.

Debbie Bennett:  I will take it to him.

Susan Taylor:  Okay.

Carl Conner: Can I borrow your pen, Phil?
Phil Baxter: Sure.

Carl Conner: We only have the one (1) place to sign?

Debbie Bennett:  Yes.

Carl Conner:  Okay. Thank you.  Thanks, Phil.  The next item on the agenda is Judy Weatherholt, Economic Development, State Road 57.  
Judy Weatherholt ~ Economic Development ~ SR 57

Don Williams:  Why don’t we just hesitate?  Carl left for a second. We’ll get your easel out.  Show Bobby where you want that set up and he’ll take care of that for you.  He’s an Engineer.  He should be able to put it in the exact place where everyone in the room can see it.

Judy Weatherholt:  I want the Commissioners to be able to see it.  

Commissioner Conner returned.

Judy Weatherholt:  As you are all aware that designing the construction of I-69, we were made aware that this possibly would impact the North Warrick Industrial Park and so about a year ago we…or a year and a half ago now…we talked to a representative group of INDOT officials, as well as the group of QK4, that was doing the environmental study on the I069 corridor section one (1) that relates to our industrial park. At that time, QK4 agreed to do a study there at our request and I think even some ten (10) years back Bernardin Lochmueller was asked to take a look at this corridor as well before this actually came into place.  But, picked up where Bernardin Lochmueller left off and QK4 picked it up and looked at the direct impact of I-69 coming into that intersection of I-64.  Now, their study came back as you all remember when they came back to the group about March of 2005 came back and said yes we realize there is some direct impact and we were asking for a direction interstate access not only for our industrial park but also for the Town of Elberfeld and their response as a first responder to medical and fire emergencies in that area; and what QK4 as you remember recommended to us is that we do relocation of the 57.  And what they recommended and you have some maps before you tonight which I’ve had revised, but they recommended doing a relocation of that road and taking that corridor basically from the entrance of our industrial park down to the intersection of State Route 57 and I-164 intersection.  As you know, that intersection does not give us an access into Warrick County where as this relocation project would.  Now, all of that said basically oh, about two (2) or three (3) weeks ago Commissioner Williams, your Highway Engineer Bobby Howard, myself and Dwayne Irwin from the Town of Elberfeld had a meeting up at the Vincennes office with Sam Sarvis and some of his staff and talking about this project. And we’ve met with a number of individuals in the past as well, even including Commissioner Sharp, but what they’re telling us and asking us at that time to do is to bring this to the County Commissioners to sign an agreement that the county would fund the portion from Blue Bell Road down to the Vanderburgh County line where the intersection of 57 and I-164 take place.  And that is marked on your map now as “Section 2A.”  So, now this project has been broken down into four (4) phases.  The first phase of 1A is from basically from our park location down to Nobles Chapel Road.  This portion they are saying will be done regardless of whether the southern portion is done or not as a direct impact of 69.  The next phase 1B is the section from Nobles Chapel over to Blue Bell which includes as INDOT terms it “a fly over” or a bridge over the interstate; and that is contingent upon the funding of 2A and 2B or actually 2A because 2A is the Warrick County’s funding portion from Blue Bell down to the county line.  So, as you see the new map has been broken down into four (4) different phases and that’s what they are looking now to do from the INDOT’s perspective.  Basically, at the time we had the Vincennes meeting INDOT was asking the county to sign an agreement that they would support this arrangement as well as provide the funding for the 2A.  Now, they are telling us in my recent conversation with one of the Engineers, Pam Drake, there and she called me the other day to say that we really need a letter from the County Commissioners now so that Mr. Sarvis as he goes to the meeting and it’s called the “Indiana Planning Oversight Committee” or “IPOC” he has to go and justify this project and of course it also has to be scored and I guess this is the way they rank their projects in the State of Indiana now for INDOT for the funding. So, basically what we’re doing…requesting tonight from the County Commissioners and I have given you a draft of a letter that I put together and had forwarded to Doug and to Tom Kimpel to take a look as well.  Basically, the letter is just saying that yes we realize all this is taking place and we were involved in meetings with INDOT and requested them to do an additional study on direct impact and we do support the construction of I-69, we want that to continue and we realize how important that is to us, we also realize how important this internal corridor is to us, the Town of Elberfeld as well as Warrick County in economic development and health and safety for the residents in that area as well and the county is willing to support this project by…and it doesn’t ask for a designation of where you will get the funding but it does say that you would support this by building that section 2A in that corridor.  Doug or Tom Kimpel and I actually haven’t had too much time to talk to Doug about this, but with you alls approval if you will approve the support then Doug and I will work out the language that we will need for you to sign a letter.  Mr. Sarvis, I think, is going to IPOC probably some time the first of July.
Don Williams: Around the tenth (10th) if I remember right.

Judy Weatherholt:  Okay.  And he will need these letters and also what I’m asking for is your permission to send out a packet of information and I have for the Commissioners a complete packet of what I’m wanting to send out which include a brief history of this project when we started back in 2005 meeting with all the different groups about this project and how this project would be broken down in phases and that sort of thing and plus a map that would be included to explain the new configuration.  But, with your permission then I will go ahead and sent that out because the more letters we have from different organizations I think the better we’ll score with IPOC because they are looking for input from the community, as well as impact on economic development.  And certainly with the investment that we have in the North Warrick Industrial Park by the time it’s completed it is going to be over Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00) that we will have invested in that park with all the infrastructure and other work that we’re doing.  I feel like this is also a critical component to economic development that offers an internal corridor of transportation to move trucks in and out of that area in a more safe manner as well as more efficient manner.  And I think it is also a good marketing tool for us in that north west corner up there.  So, this is a copy of the packet that I would like your permission to mail out as well.  What I’m asking for is when I mail this out is that those folks respond to us by June 26th so that gives us opportune time to…an opportunity to get these letters to Mr. Sarvis before he goes to the IPOC meeting; and according to Mrs. Drake, it’s very critical that we get some of these support letters in place as it will also help support that project up there.  If there’s any questions I’d be glad to answer them.
Carl Conner:  Is there any questions from the board?

Phil Baxter:  No.

Carl Conner:  Don, you’ve pretty much taken a lead role in regards to this project for the County Commissioners. Do you have any additional comments?

Don Williams:  I don’t.  I think these are exciting times for Warrick County with this road just coming in and this will open up a very large corridor for economic development.  I mean it’s very exciting with I-64 and I-69 coming together there is no doubt from the Governor on down that this will be a huge economic development area. There will be no doubt hotels, restaurants, all you see when you have more than one (1) interstate coming together.  So, it is excited to see that potential on the horizon.

Carl Conner: Doug, do you have any comments since the probability is very good you’re going to have to be a part of, I assume, finalizing the letter which is going to be sent?

Doug Welp: There are things that Judy and I can work out in terms of the language, but the substantive part of this is the county’s, depending on how this is phrased, pledge of Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00) towards this project.

Don Williams:  Not a pledge of money.  The pledge is to put the road in to connect…

Carl Conner:  Blue Bell down to…

Don Williams:  Yeah, Blue Bell down to the Vanderburgh County line.

Doug Welp:  That’s why is emphasized that word.  I’m not sure what this is in terms of this Five Million Dollar ($5,000,000.00) figure that’s in the letter.

Don Williams:  That the current dollars.  So, it could very well be additional and go up somewhat.

Doug Welp:  But, it does provide some you know potential recourse against the county if that Five Million ($5,000,000.00) is not available at sometime down the road.

Don Williams:  I don’t know that we even have to put a figure in there.  I think what they’re looking for…

Judy Weatherholt:  I can call Pam Drake and ask her if it’s critical that we have a figure included. That was a figure that was given to us.

Don Williams:  Correct me if I’m wrong, Judy.  But, at our meeting what Sam asked us for to take this to Indianapolis was an agreement that we would connect the road.  In other words, he doesn’t want to go up there and talk about putting this intersection in and changing it because that’s going to be very expensive for the State also if we’re not going to put the road in.  In other words, they don’t want to build the intersection without the road and I think that’s the agreement is to put the road in without a dollar value.  Because for Five Million ($5,000,000.00) it could be less it could be more…that’s just a…correct me Bobby ballpark figure.  Is that the correct term?

Bobby Howard:  Ballpark figures that their engineers came up with that day.

Don Williams:  That’s all it is.

Judy Weatherholt:  I can make a quick call in the morning to find out.

Doug Welp:  My concern is, and we don’t typically end these issues with my…with the legal review is that those funds actually…this is a little outside the normal budgeting process and I understand this is not an appropriation.  We’re not going to the County Council at this point, but this is a potential commitment by the Commissioners of a substantial sum of money.

Carl Conner: Well, what I’d like to see us do if we possibly can once again that’s why we have an attorney to keep us out of trouble.  So, what I’d like to see…first Phil, do you have any additional questions or comments?  

Phil Baxter:  I’d just hate to sign something that was binding as far as money.

Carl Conner: Right.  And I think that probably…and Judy, you jump in here or Doug, you jump in here or anyone else that wants to jump in here, but I think that probably we just need to draft a letter basically stating at the Commissioners do support the concept of opening that area up with the commitment from the State to do the projects of building the overpass over I-64 and also my understanding is that they’re willing to do the work on the interchange south of I-64 and have it drafted as such to address Phil’s concern and the attorney’s concern that basically we’re not looking at an agreement that would formally commit the county to “x” number of dollars relative to the project.  If we can do that, I would make a motion to approve the request and ask for a second.

Don Williams:  I will second that with comment if I could?

Carl Conner: Sure.

Don Williams:  They are looking for a commitment to put that road in…not dollar-wise, but they are…they’re not looking for us to say we approve the concept.

Carl Conner:  Well, but that’s basically…the concept is the road structure.

Don Williams:  He wants to be able to go to Indianapolis and say the county will do this if we do this.

Carl Conner:  I understand that.

Don Williams:  Okay.  Yeah, I second that motion.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Is that agreeable with you, Phil?

Phil Baxter:  Is there a time limit on it?

Don Williams:  No.

Carl Conner:  I think it’s pretty open-ended.

Don Williams:  I would say six (6) to eight (8) years down the road would be a rough guess.  It may not be that long.

Carl Conner:   We may get lucky and get it before I-69.  You never know.  
Don Williams: We could.

Carl Conner:  I have a motion on the floor.  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams:  Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  Okay, Judy.

Judy Weatherholt:  What’s the wishes of the Commission on send the packet of information out to these other organizations?  If we get this letter worked out then…?

Don Williams:  In my brief scan, it looks good.

Phil Baxter:  Fine with me.

Carl Conner:  Yeah, fine with me also.

Judy Weatherholt: And Doug has seen that packet and we’ll discuss the language in that as well.  

Carl Conner: That’s fine.
Don Williams:  Are you talking about to the letters of support?

Carl Conner: Right.  The packet she gave us.

Judy Weatherholt:  I think it’s very critical to this to support his issues.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Judy, did you not have another issue?

North West Warrick County Tax Increment Financing District 

Judy Weatherholt:  Yes. I do.  In relation to that particular issue and funding is always a major issue for us in economic development.  As you know, we are still working on the infrastructure for the North Warrick Industrial Park and our next…we just let the contract for the water and sewer line extension from Blue Bell over to the park; and then our next major project is in the design phase now of putting this sewer line in from the V.I.P. Industrial Park down Baseline Road up the corridor…the southern corridor over to hook in to…to tie into the North Warrick Industrial Park and that’s just another critical component of the economic development efforts going on in the north west corner. And having said all of that, you know we’ve been using EDIT money up to this point in all of this construction and we know that we’re going to have to probably look at other sources of funding in the future because these are major projects. As you see, the dollars that are attached to some of these projects. So, what I would like to present to the Commissioners tonight is an area of the north west corner for consideration for a T.I.F. district to be created up there which includes our North Warrick Industrial Park.  I’ve asked the County Engineer to do a map and I do have…basically what I asked for…there was a little bit of miscommunication in the boundaries, but the southern boundary would be Baseline Road.  The western boundary is the county line all the way up.  The northern boundary would also be the county line.  The eastern boundary would be a little bit broken up as this is the north road this would go around the incorporated one that’s in Elberfeld and then come in down St. John’s Road that curves around and picks up Baseline Road.
Carl Conner:  Approximately how many acres is it, Judy?

Judy Weatherholt:  Thirty six hundred (3,600) acres.

Carl Conner:  Thirty six hundred (3,600) acres.

Judy Weatherholt: Approximately.

Carl Conner:  That’s mostly all agriculture isn’t it?

Judy Weatherholt:  Yes.  It is with the exception of our industrial park. There are a few “M2’s.”  This is an “M2” area here I think on St. John’s where these companies are located I think these are zoned in “2” as well.
Carl Conner:  Is there, huh…am I looking at it correctly or incorrectly, but are we leaving out the Elberfeld Industrial Park?

Judy Weatherholt:  Elberfeld on St. John’s?

Carl Conner:  Yes.

Judy Weatherholt:  It’s on the west side of St. John’s and it’s included right here.

Carl Conner:  So, it is included?

Judy Weatherholt:  It is included, but it does not go from what I’m proposing does not go south of Baseline.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  

Judy Weatherholt: This is the fish and wildlife…

Carl Conner: Okay.  And are you looking for some type of formal action by the County Commissioners relative to making a recommendation to the Warrick County Redevelopment Commission to consider initiating the process to develop this as a T.I.F. district or are you looking for something other than that?  

Judy Weatherholt:  I think that would be the first step for us is your concurrence to go ahead…to move forward with it.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Is there any comments or questions from the board relative to the establishment of this or making a recommendation to the Redevelopment Commission to initiate the establishment of a T.I.F. district as outlined here by the Economic Development Director for approximately thirty six hundred (3,600) acres?  

Don Williams:  I support T.I.F. in that area.  I’m not sure about the boundaries if I agree completely with the boundaries, but you know as far as the conception of T.I.F. I definitely support that.  I think the boundaries we need to work out before we formally a little bit better.

Judy Weatherholt:  Those are just some suggestions.

Carl Conner: So, are you wanting to take it under advisement?

Don Williams:  I think right now I would move that we…of course we’ll work out the boundaries I think in committee anyway just like most of them.

Judy Weatherholt:  As you know, residential is excluded in the development?

Don Williams:  Yes. We are aware of that?

Carl Conner: Phil, do you have any comments?  

Phil Baxter:  I like the concept of it, but I’m kind of like Don, I don’t know if I agree with the boundaries either.

Carl Conner: Then what’s the will of the board?  Do you want to table it or do you want to go ahead and approve with the recommendation that the final boundaries be established by the Redevelopment Commission as it goes through the process?

Don Williams:  That sounds good.  Let’s make that a motion.

Carl Conner:  Does that sound appropriate to you?

Phil Baxter:  Yes.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  I move that the County Commissioners make a recommendation to the Warrick County Redevelopment Commission to initiate the establishment of a T.I.F. district in the area that has been laid out by the Economic Development Director which is approximately thirty six hundred (3,600) acres including and surrounding the north Warrick industrial project and leaving the decision to the final boundaries to the Economic Development Commission.  Do I have a second?

Don Williams: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  Thank you, Judy.

Judy Weatherholt:  Thank you very much.  

Carl Conner:  One quick comment.  Where are we in regards to the T.I.F. district on Highway 66?

Judy Weatherholt:  We have a draft that has been given to the committee and they have not had time to meet.  So, in the next few days we’ll try to get a meeting together.  But, they have been given the first draft.

Carl Conner: That’s right.  Don, you are on the committee aren’t you?

Judy Weatherholt:  Yeah.  As a matter of fact, Don probably just got his draft today.  Did you get that fax?

Don Williams:  If I’ve gotten, I haven’t seen it yet.  

Judy Weatherholt:  You were sent a fax.

Don Williams:  If I was sent a fax it’s in the pile.

Judy Weatherholt:  Okay.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Thank you, Judy.  Appointments Warrick County Economic Development Commission…

Don Williams:  I think all we have to do here is…did we leave something out?  

Carl Conner: Excuse me gentlemen, I overlooked you.  Thanks to Phil, you won’t have to sit around any longer.  I apologize for that.  
Economic Coalition of Southwest Indiana – Warrick County Commissioners Resolution 2006-04
Carl Conner:  You do represent the Economic Coalition of Southwest Indiana?  
Marco DeLucio:  Yes, we do.  My name is Marco DeLucio and I’m here this afternoon on behalf of the Economic Coalition of Southwest Indiana.  Some brief history…let me tell you why we’re here tonight and what we’re hoping to get.  First of all, I apologize I thought I had delivered a form of resolution to Mr. Conner a week or so ago.  I had an opportunity to talk to him during the break and he didn’t get that.  I do happen to have some copies with a blank for which county it is and I’ll explain that in a minute.  If I can maybe start to circulate those?  What we were hoping to achieve this evening is to seek a resolution from the Warrick County Commissioners approving the concept and the idea of a regional economic development entity to be known as the “Economic Development Coalition of Southwest Indiana.”  At the same time, or this evening too, we had hoped to get a couple of appointments from this commission so that we could proceed on with the work that we are doing.  What have we been doing for the past year?  First of all, with the support of this commission and other governmental entities here in Warrick County there was a task force formed a little over a year ago to take a look at the idea of regional economic development.  That task force kind of morphed a little bit into a smaller working group which we have referred to as the “kitchen cabinet.”  We’ve been working very diligently for the past six (6) months or so trying to put a structure of an organization together that would represent the region, take a look at where we would locate offices for this new entity, who would…how we would structure the board, who would be on that board, who would lead that board from a professional stand point with the ultimate goal that we would create an entity that would speak regionally for the four (4) counties this area Vanderburgh County, Warrick County, Posey County and Gibson County, in connection with attracting new business, helping to enhance and expand existing business and to speak with one (1) voice in Indianapolis and where ever we needed to go in order to attract new development and to expand business here in this area of the country.  Briefly, I had a brief conversation I think with Mr. Conner a couple of weeks ago about the structure.  The board, which I have kind of been responsible for drafting the by laws, the board is a rather large board of sixty one (61) people and that’s going to be comprised essentially of equal representation from each of the counties.  There is a government and private component this board. We would be looking for a total of twenty four (24) governmental type appointments. Essentially, we are asking for appointments from the County Commissioners in each of the four (4) counties where they would appoint one (1) of their own to serve on this board, as well as, a private appointment; the same thing for each County Council in the four (4) counties and from the Mayors of each of the capital cities of each of those counties. Trust me on the math, that total is twenty four (24).  That leaves thirty seven (37) positions that would be filled to begin with by nominating committee; and again, the goal would be to fill that board with equal representation so that each county had an equal amount of representation. There is also regional component for those businesses that have operations across county lines for example, Old National Bank or Vectren that do business in each of the counties.  There would be a group of twelve (12) of those type of entities which would also include some educational institutions.  So, as you see, what we’re really striving to do is to create a board that is broad base representative of each of the counties.  One of the issues that have come up is…would be you know a board of sixty one (61) seems to be a little large to do economic development.  I think we would agree with that.  To address that concern, there will be an executive committee of thirteen (13).  Those would be comprised of essentially four (4) people…three (3) people from each of the counties for a total of twelve (12) with the thirteenth (13th) person being the new professional that would be hired by this new entity.  I’m going to turn it over.  Sally is going to explain kind of why we are doing this and what our time frame is for moving forward.  Sally?
Sally Rideout-Lambert:  Thanks, Marco.  I also want to introduce a couple folks that we have with us tonight.  Evan Beck with Woodward Reality, who’s been very actively involved in the committee forming this; and Adam Praeger, who is a consultant very versed in economic development and has been very helpful to us throughout this process.  I know in conversations with the three (3) of you in theory coordinated efforts generally can yield more results than when we all do things independently.  I also know from talking with the three (3) of your and then with my business peers throughout this county and in the other three (3) counties as we’ve worked on this, I’ve been amazed at the lack of inter-county relationships that we have.  We don’t have good relationships with our peers across the county lines and I think that really impedes our opportunity to be successful when we don’t know that the other people in the other counties are working on all the same things that we are and how much better we could do when we all work on those same things together.  We think this effort is going to go along way to ensuring that you have better relationships with your peers and that the businesses in your county have better relationships with their peers and their community leaders in the other counties. We think the coordinated efforts will be better able to leverage our resources, existing tax dollars that are already going to economic development; time spent by elected officials and business leaders and community leaders working on economic development.  All those resources need to be focused on a regional effort to create high paying jobs, stimulate greater tax revenue and greater tax base for the counties and enable us to compete with out communities comparable type communities from across the county that are also doing these same sorts of things building regionalized groups and coming together as broad based communities to focus on regional economic development. We know there’s a lot of good things already going on in economic development.  Judy and her department do a great job here in Warrick County.  Some of the other counties, Gibson and Posey, don’t have quite the sophisticated effort yet that we have, but we think this is going to be able to enhance what Judy already does and by bringing together an opportunity to coordinate and integrate all the efforts that are going on across the counties and it should be able to provide Judy with additional resources and tools that should bring benefit to the community.  One (1) of those things that we’ve been able to achieve is that the Governor has been very supportive of this effort, has said that it is a benchmark that other communities in the State ought to be looking at and because of that we believe that we will be successful ultimately in also gaining some State funds to help support the creation of this organization which would bring some additional resources to this community that we currently aren’t able to get.  Finally, Marco talked about the fact that we’d like to see a resolution from you all in support of this. We need those appointments and we do have a search underway right now for an Executive Director.  Carl’s a member of that committee on the search committee and we are planning an announcement event for later this month.  Those invitations actually went in the mail today so you also see those in your mailbox and we think it’s an exciting opportunity to bring these four (4) counties together under one (1) umbrella to better enhance everything we’re already doing and take it to the next level.  I’d be happy to answer any questions or Marco or Adam or Evan.
Carl Conner:  Phil, do you have any questions or comments?
Phil Baxter:  No.  Not at this time.

Carl Conner: Don, do you have any questions or comments?

Don Williams:  No.

Carl Conner:  I have none.  I have been very fortunate in the fact that I feel like I’ve been in the very beginning and on the ground floor, but there’s still a lot for me to learn.  Don’t get me wrong, but I feel like that you have shared in the information and I’ve tried to share information I’ve received from Phil and Don.

Sally Rideout Lambert:  There has been a lot of work in the last year going on.  That’s not to say there’s not still a lot to be done so the creation of the organization and getting the Executive Director is one (1) step.  There’s going to be a lot more down the road and a lot of exciting opportunities for people to be involved.  I appreciate the involvement and support so far and look forward to continuing that.

Carl Conner:  I do just have one (1) question.  Last time I heard we had six (6) applicants that were going to be interviewed.  Is that still the case?

Sally Rideout Lambert:  I believe that is true.

Marco DeLucio:  I believe that is six (6) and those are going to take place I think Monday and Tuesday of next week. 

Sally Rideout Lambert: Any other questions?

Carl Conner:  I have none.  What is the will of the board in regards to signing a resolution basically in support of the regional economic development concept and what has been done to date by what I see as the task force relative to bringing economic development to a regional level where we can have cooperation from all four (4) counties?  

Don Williams: Are you looking for a consensus or are you looking for a motion?

Carl Conner:  I am looking for a motion if we’re going to have one?

Don Williams: I move we sign the resolution.  
Carl Conner:  Yeah.  We would have to sign a resolution and I assume this is the wording that you want in the resolution so we would have to have it completed.  

Phil Baxter: Did you make a motion?  

Don Williams:  Yeah, I did.  

Carl Conner: Don made a motion that we pass the resolution.  I have a motion on the floor to pass a resolution in support. Do I have a second?  
Susan Taylor:  Excuse me. Do we need a resolution number?

Carl Conner:  I wouldn’t even think that we would need one in this case since it’s...but, I’ll defer…

Don Williams:  It’s in draft form.  

Doug Welp:  We do need a resolution number.  I mean whatever the next one is up even though this is not formally drafted at this point.  I don’t know if Sonya knows…

Sonya Addington:  2006-04.

Carl Conner:  2006-04?

Sonya Addington:  Yes, sir.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  We have a motion on the floor to approve Resolution 2006-04 a resolution supporting regional economic development.  Do I have a second?  

Phil Baxter:  I’ll second it.

Carl Conner:  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  Thank you, sir.  

Marco DeLucio:  When you say you need it formally drafted…?

Doug Welp: We’ll need one with signature blocks and attestation block for the Auditor.

Marco DeLucio:  Should I send that to you, Doug?

Doug Welp:  That will be fine.  

Marco DeLucio:  Okay.  I can just take this and just modify it.

Doug Welp:  That will be fine.

Marco DeLucio:  Thank you.

Sally Rideout Lambert:  Thank you.

Warrick County Commissioners Resolution 2006-04

Resolution Supporting Regional Economic Development 

WHEREAS, the Warrick County Commissioners (the “Commissioners”) are committed to enhancing economic development activities in a four (4) county region defined as Gibson, Posey, Vanderburgh and Warrick Counties in the State of Indiana (the “Region”); and 

WHEREAS, the County Commissioners recognize that the Region offers tremendous opportunities for investment from businesses which are located both within and outside the Region; and 


WHEREAS, in June of 2005, the Southwestern Indiana Economic Development Task Force (the “Task Force”) was established with a mission to further advance the economy of the Region in collaboration across public, private and non-profit sectors; and 


WHEREAS, the Task Force has reported that while the Region is a diverse marketplace overflowing with potential, efforts to capture new investment and to rapidly respond to business issues are hindered because there is a lack of coordination between economic development initiatives within the Region; and


WHEREAS, economic development must be elevated from the purely local to the regional stage within a focus on business attraction, retention and expansion; and 


WHEREAS, in order to attract new business investment and to retain and expand existing business investment, the Region should immediately act to establish equitable and shared economic development principles and convert these principles into action; and 

WHEREAS, the Task Force has recommended that an umbrella organization be formed, to be known as the Economic Development Coalition of Southwest Indiana, Inc. (the “Coalition”), to serve the economic development needs of the Region with a mission to build on past accomplishments and harness the Region’s energies and collective resources in a more coordinated manner; and 


WHEREAS, the Coalition is a non-profit corporation which will be overseen by a Board of Directors comprised of elected officials from each county in the Region, prominent business leaders, educators, workforce development and transportation providers and others positioned to support the needs of existing and prospective investors in the Region; and


WHEREAS, the Coalition will be staffed by persons versed in regional economic development initiatives whose mission will be not only to further investment in the Region in its entirety but also to support the economic development efforts of each of the counties comprising the Region; and 


WHEREAS, the Coalition will act to develop and implement new strategies to modernize the Region’s economic development structure and better align the Regions’ public, private and not-for-profit sectors; and 


WHEREAS, the formation of the Coalition will enhance the Region’s business climate and enhance the ability of public/private leadership to speak as one resounding voice to state, federal and local governments, philanthropic institutions and others.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the reasons set forth above, the Commissioners support and encourage the formation and mission of the Economic Development Coalition of Southwest Indiana, Inc.  


So resolved this 14 day of June, 2006.









_________________________ 









Carl Jay Conner, President

























_________________________ 









Don Williams, Vice President









_________________________ 









Phillip Baxter, Secretary 

ATTEST:  

____________________________ 

Richard Kixmiller

Auditor for Warrick County, Indiana  

Marco DeLucio:  Would you be in a position to provide appointments for this board this evening as well?

Carl Conner:  How many appointments do you need?

Marco DeLucio:  The way we’ve got it structured it would be one (1) of the three (3) of you to serve on the new board plus one (1).

Carl Conner:  Plus one (1)?

Don Williams: That would from industry?

Marco DeLucio:  Industry or the private sector.

Carl Conner: And that would be on the board of sixty one (61) members?

Marco DeLucio:  Yes.  

Carl Conner:  I would like to make a recommendation that we would take that request under advisement until our meeting of next week.  And in fact, I’ll put that in the form of a motion.

Phil Baxter:  I’ll second it.

Don Williams:  I won’t be here next week.

Carl Conner: Well, we can…I got a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Opposed?  

Don Williams:  I will abstain.

Carl Conner: Abstain.  Okay.  One (1) abstention and two (2) for.  Thank you very much.  We will get you the names of the two (2) individuals next week.

Marco DeLucio:  Would you like for us to come back next week?

Carl Conner:  No.  Not unless you just really want to come back.

Marco DeLucio:  Okay.  I may.  Thank you.  

Carl Conner:  Okay. Thanks.    Okay, Phil can I go down to “D?”

Phil Baxter:  Sure.  

Carl Conner: Thank you.  The next one is Appointments Warrick County Economic Development Commission.  
Appointments – Warrick County Development Authority (Economic Development Commission)
1.    County Council’s Nominee – Randall Pemberton

2.    Boonville Council’s Nominee – Richard Wilder

Carl Conner: We have an agreement, and I assume Doug you’ve seen that agreement?
Doug Welp: What this is the EDC…I don’t know where the “Development Authority” I don’t know where that language is coming from, but the Economic Development Commission commonly referred to as the “EDC” it is the body which initiates many of the procedures which are involved with both the ALCOA and SIGEGO bond financing.  By statute, not by agreement, but by statute the County Council has a nominee.  It is a three (3) member board.  The County Council has a nominee.  The City with the most population in the county, which would be Boonville, has a nominee and then the County Commissioners have a nominee.  Currently, I believe the Commissioner’s nominee is a hold over from some time in the past I don’t know how many years back.  

Carl Conner: Well, when we did our appointments in January, Jack Tubbs was appointed or continued.  My understanding is based upon the information that Don just gave me, which I really didn’t understand, is that the two (2) recommended appointments by the Town of Boonville and I think ones by the Town of Boonville and ones by the County Council apparently have to be approved by the County Commissioners, but in actuality we don’t get to appoint them I guess they just say “yes, we approve them” or “no, we don’t approve them.”
Don Williams:  We do appoint them.  It’s through nomination but it’s our appointment.

Carl Conner:  Is that correct, Doug?

Doug Welp:  That is huh…

Carl Conner: That’s not the way I read it.

Doug Welp:  I’ll have to say that’s not the way that I’ve understood the way that that’s worked in the past.  Let me read Mr. Kixmiller’s letter here just handed to me.  

Carl Conner: Well, while you are taking care of that we’ll move onto something else and come back if that’s okay with you?

Doug Welp:  That’ll be fine.  

County Highway Superintendent Appointment
Carl Conner:  Speaking of appointments we have two (2) other positions that we need to make appointments to in the county.  The first one is the County Highway Superintendent’s position.  At this time, I would ask for nominee for purposes of being approved.

Don Williams:  Mr. President, I would make a motion that we appoint Mr. Sam Roach, who has been an excellent District 3 Foreman to the position of County Highway Superintendent.

Carl Conner:  I have a motion on the floor to appoint Mr. Sam Roach to the position of County Highway Superintendent.  Do I have a second?

Phil Baxter: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  I assume that you want him to start tomorrow morning?

Don Williams:  Yeah.  Effective immediately.  

Carl Conner: Do you think you can be there tomorrow, Sam?  

Sam Roach:  I’m afraid I can’t.  My wife is having surgery tomorrow.

Don Williams:  His wife is having heart surgery tomorrow.

Carl Conner:  Oh, she is?  Oh, so that wasn’t a joke?  

Sam Roach:  No.

Carl Conner:  I’m sorry.  

Warrick County Purchasing Manager
Carl Conner: The other position that we need to make an appointment to tonight is the refunded position of Purchasing Manager for the county.  Do I have a nominee?  I would move that we appoint Joe Brosman as the new Purchasing Manager.  Do I have a second?

Phil Baxter: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Did you vote in favor?  

Don Williams:  Yes.

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Make it three (3) to zero (0).  Susan, before he is notified I would like to send him a letter, but you and I need to sit down and look at the date that we would like for him to start because I would like to work with him on a one-on-one when he first comes in.  In addition to that, we do not have any space that’s been finalized yet.  So, I will get with you tonight or tomorrow sometime.  Doug, are you…?

Doug Welp:  You know Mr. President, what I would like to do is go back and take a look at this.  I’m not sure if this is the updated statute or not.

Carl Conner:  Okay.

Doug Welp: And I would like to report back to you next week.  

Susan Taylor:  Doug, that was taken off IN.gov one of their statutes.

Doug Welp:  I understand.  It is different from the one that I remember reading so I’d like to take a look back at mine.

Carl Conner:  We probably need to table that then.  So, I would move that we table the appointments to the Economic Development Commission until our next meeting which I think is on the 21st.
Phil Baxter:  I’ll second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  The 21st you’ll be ready, Doug?
Doug Welp:  Yes.  

Carl Conner:  Okay. Thanks.  
ADMINISTRATOR

Stonehaven Area Sewer

Carl Conner:  Is there anyone here or are we dealing with Stonehaven?  
Susan Taylor:  I have no information.  
Carl Conner:  Okay.  

ENGINEER

Review RFQ’s for Preliminary Engineering and Right-of-Way Survey for Rabbit Run/Country Place Connector Road

Carl Conner:  Moving right along.  Bobby?

Bobby Howard:  I’d request a table to June 21st agenda.

Carl Conner:  We have a request on the floor to table the Review of the RFQs and discussion relative to Rabbit/County Place connector road until…you want it on the 21st?

Bobby Howard:  Yes.

Carl Conner:  On the 21st meeting.  I’ll make a motion to do that.  Do I have a second?

Don Williams: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter: Aye.

Carl Conner:  Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  
DISPOSAL AND RECYCLE CENTER

Disposal & Recycle Center – Increase in Fees (Ordinance No. 2006-___)

 
Carl Conner:  Disposal and Recycle Center has been requested that we table that until next week’s meeting also.  I would so move that we table the discussion of increase in fees for the Disposal and Recycle Center to next week’s meeting the 21st.  Do I have a second?

Phil Baxter: Second.

Carl Conner:  I have a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Don Williams: Aye.

Phil Baxter:  Aye.

Carl Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  

AUDITOR

Carl Conner:  Does the Auditor have anything?
Sonya Addington:  No business this evening.
Carl Conner:  No business from the Auditor.  The Attorney has been taken care of.  Sheriff, did you have anything that you wanted to discuss?
Marvin Heilman:  No, sir.

Carl Conner: Susie?

Susan Taylor:  I have nothing.  

Carl Conner:  Okay.  Anyone in the audience here in regards to any issues that you want to discuss before the Board of Commissioners?  Okay.  
COMMISSIONERS ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

Commissioner Conner: Don, do you have anything that you want to bring under your business?
Commissioner Williams:  No.

Commissioner Conner:  Phil, do you have anything?

Commissioner Baxter:  Yes.  I’d like to congratulate the Boonville Softball Girls for their State Championship over the weekend.

Commissioner Williams:  Yes.

Commissioner Conner: Well done.

Commissioner Baxter:  I am very proud of them.  

Commissioner Conner:  Is that all you have, Phil?
Commissioner Baxter:  That’s it.  

Commissioner Conner:  Okay.

Commissioner Williams: We could perhaps draft a letter of commendation or something. We have done that in the past.

Commissioner Baxter:  I’d like to do that.

Commissioner Williams:  Why don’t you have Roger work on that Susie and we could approve at the next meeting and send it?
Susan Taylor:  A proclamation or a letter to the team members is what we’ve done in the past.  

Commissioner Williams:  That’s appropriate I think for the State Championship.

Commissioner Conner:  Maybe…this is just a suggestion and I’ll leave it up to Phil and Don, but maybe if we do something like that we would ask them to attend the meeting and make a presentation in regards to that.

Commissioner Baxter:  That is fine with me.

Commissioner Williams:  Fine with me.

Commissioner Conner:  Okay. Susie, will you take care of getting that all set up?  You or Roger?

Susan Taylor:  Okay.  And let us know.

Commissioner Conner:  Okay.  I have no business to bring before the board; therefore, I’d look for a motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Williams:  You have my motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Conner:  We’ve got a motion to adjourn. Do I have a second?

Commissioner Baxter:  Second.

Commissioner Conner:  I’ve got a second.  All in favor state by saying aye.

Commissioner Williams: Aye.

Commissioner Baxter: Aye.

Commissioner Conner: Aye.  Passes three (3) to zero (0).  The meeting is adjourned.  
                                                                                                                                         WARRICK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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